ROBERT AND LUDWIG NOBEL
other owners. At Tsaritzin, and twenty-six other points in Russia,
they . . . have placed on the railways 1,500 tank-cars at a cost of
more than £275,000. Altogether their organisation gives employ-
ment to not less than 5,000 people, and at times this has been
raised to double the number."
As is well known, bribery and corruption were not uncommon
phenomena in Russia, and it is best not to enquire into the origin of
several fortunes made in that country. Charles Marvin, however,
goes on to state : " The Nobels have amassed their fortunes by an
honesty and a broadness of principle, rare even in England to-day.
Their generosity towards their employees is remarkable. Outside
Baku a handsome suburb is rising on the coast of the bay. It is
really a walled park, to contain when complete fifteen beautifully
designed stone bungalow-villas, with lodgings for several hundred
persons. These are surrounded by hundreds of trees brought
from the Volga and irrigated by fresh water conveyed thence by the
oil steamers on their return journey. This suburb is Villa Petrolia,
where Nobel's chief employees will form a colony and live under
conditions of comfort which many an English capitalist might
copy with benefit to those beneath him. A public library is being
built for them, billiard-tables have been sent to amuse them, and a
sort of co-operating principle has been introduced enabling the
employees to invest their money in and participate in the profits of
the firm."
The brothers' Nobel naphtha company was not merely a great
technical and industrial achievement, it constituted a great finan-
cial achievement too; for when Robert and Ludwig Nobel began
business, in 1875, they were far from being financial magnates.
This was where their third brother Alfred, came to their assistance.
After his first visit, Robert Nobel returned to Baku in the
autumn of 1875. Ludwig, who had first meant to travel with him,
was detained in Petersburg by his other business, and postponed
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